sumptuous idolater, whom I must have slain with a blow had you
not slain him with a word."
"I still live" said the artist, unabashed. "That girl's limbs will
one day be colder than any marble. Cut my goddess in two: she
is still white marble to the core. Cut that girl in two with your
scimitar, and see what you will find there.9'
"Your talk no longer interests me" said the Arab. "Maiden:
there is yet room in my house for another wife. You are beautiful:
your skin is like black satin: you are full of life."
"How many wives have you?" said the black girl
"I have long since ceased to count them" replied the Arab;
"but there are enough to shew you that I am an experienced hus-
band and know how to make women as happy as Allah permits."
"I do not seek happiness: I seek God" said the black girl.
"Have you not found Him yet?" said the conjurer.
"I have found many gods" said the black girl. "Everyone I
meet has one to offer me; and this image maker here has a whole
shopful of them. But to me they are all half dead, except the ones
that are half animals like this one on the top shelf, playing a
mouth organ, who is half a goat and half a man. That is very true
to nature; for I myself am half a goat and half a woman, though I
should like to be a Goddess. But even these gods who are half
goats are half men. Why are they never half women?"
"What about this one?" said the image maker, pointing to
Venus.
"Why is her lower half hidden in a sack?" said the black girl.
"She is neither a goddess nor a woman: she is ashamed of half her
body, and the other half of her is what the white people call a
lady. She is ladylike and beautiful; and a white Governor General
would be glad to have her at the head of his house; but to my
mind she has no conscience; and that makes her inhuman without
making her godlike. I have no use for her."
"The Word shall be made flesh, not marble" said the conjurer.
"You must not complain because these gods have the bodies of
men. If they did not put on humanity for you, how could you,
who are human, enter into any communion with them? To make
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